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Open Educational Resources: Current State and Future

Directions
lgLidicug g lgad] g rda gidal) Loaslell) 4 ) gal)

Dr. Hend S. Al-Khalifa

hend.alkhalifa@gmail.com

Open educational resources are defined as “educational materials and resources
offered freely and openly for anyone to use and under some licenses to re-mix,
improve and redistribute” (Wikipedia, 2008). The movement started 2001, when MIT
published their courses resources freely online for anyone to benefit from. Then, in
2002 the term "opsen educational resources", for short OER, was adopted at
UNESCQ's 2002 Forum on the Impact of Open Courseware for Higher Education in
Developing Countries funded by the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation
(Wikipedia, 2008).

In this paper, we will give an overview of OER’s philosophy, definition,
accomplishments, and its current state and future directions. Moreover, the paper
will address the following themes:

* OER Definition.

*  Why OER?

* OER models

* OERlicensing.

* OER development lifecycle.

* OER opportunities and challenges, and
* Future of OER.

Resources:

Wikipedia, 2008. Open Educational Resources. Avaiable online.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_educational_resources
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Open Content Licensing and Creative Commons - An Arabic

Perspective
o ssbia G - L)Y Cibsa pard(y £ sl (s giaal] i

Rami Olwan

ramiolwan@yahoo.com

Copyright related issues are important for Arab countries as they want to be active
participants in the knowledge- based global economy; hence they need to
understand how the Internet revolution impacts upon them and determine
appropriate legal regimes. The presentation will discuss the latest amendments that
were made to bring copyright laws in the Arab world up- to-date with digital
technologies and the Internet. The main concentration will be the Jordanian
Copyright Law No 22 for 1999 as amended, and the Saudi Royal Decree No: M/ 41
1424 H, August 2003 (“the Copyright Laws”). The main problems with those
Copyright Laws mainly stifling creativity and innovation and not maintaining an
appropriate balance between copyright owners and users will be outlined and
discussed. Voluntary mechanism or alternatives copyright approaches such as open
access, open source software and creative commons and their potential in the Arab
world, applicability and the obstacles that may hinder their enforceability will be also
examined and analysed. Finally, specific recommendations will be provided on how
to improve the current copyright and legal regimes in the Arab countries in order to
be more responsive to the challenges and the opportunities of web 2.0 and the
Internet revolution.
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Digital Content Development: Policies, Trends and Success

Stories
4"_1,1&’ o lad ccla lagy/ ‘&Lutéu.ﬁf/ ,'9-43;(-” C;JJA.GJ/J‘,UAJ'

Presented by Intel Semiconductor, Ltd.'s
Tom Burns

tom.burns@intel.com

This presentation will present ideas and some proposals on how to help create a
digital content ecosystem for the Arabic language. Areas of coverage will include
policy concerns such as privacy, openness and indicators/rubrics.Other areas that
will be covered include funding models that are being used in public-private
partnerships to help make tools, training, content, storage and bandwidth widely
available to online citizens. Lastly we will look at the intersection between
architecture and standards on select markets(e.g. K-12 and University Education)
with respect to Open Source, file formats and success stories from countries around
the world. These success stories will include both developed and developing
countries solutions.



